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SUBJECT: GOE REACTION TO FIFTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS OF LABOR 

REF: QUITO 8532 

1. LABOFF MET DEC. 19 WITH DR. FRANCISCO GARCES, DIRECTOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR. DR. GARCES 

WAS THE RANKING MINISTRY OFFICIAL ATTENDING THE INTER- AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR IN GUATEMALA CITY, NOV. 21-28. 

2. DR. GARCES BELIEVES THAT THE CONFERENCE, WAS GENERALLY 
UNPRODUCTIVE AND DID NOT HAVE SUBSTANTIVE RESULTS. HE SAID THAT 

THE WORK WENT SMOOTHLY ENOUGH BUT THAT NOT MUCH WAS ACCOMPLISHED. 
GARCES DID STRONGLY COMPLEMENT THE US DELEGATION FOR ITS 
PREPARATION AND SKILL AND SAID THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY IM- 
PRESSED BY THE REASONED AND DISPASSIONATE WAY IN WHICH THE 
US RESPONDED TO CRITICISM FROM OTHER DELEGATIONS. 

3. GARCES HOLDS OUT LITTLE HOPE THAT THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON EMPLOYMENT SCHEDULED FOR GENEVA IN JUNE, 

1976, WILL BE ANYTHING BUT A FAILURE. HE SAID THAT IF THE 
FEW COUNTRIES OF THE ANDEAN PACT (OF WHICH ECUADOR IS A 
MEMBER) COULD NOT AGREE ON EMPLOYMENT POLICY HOW COULD THE 
TWENTY COUNTRIES THAT PLAN TO MEET IN GENEVA? 
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